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Clients'  needs  better  understood 
after  Fish  and  Wildlife  session 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Division,  held  April  11-13 
in  Red  Deer,  received  high  marks  from 
staff  members. 

Evaluation  sheets  returned  to  the 
Edmonton  office  are  "overwhelmingly 
positive,"  says  Peter  Boxall  of  the  Pro- 
gram Support  Branch,  who  was  chair- 
man of  the  seven-member  organizing 
committee.  One  person  who  started 
attending  the  conferences  in  the  60s 
rates  the  1988  session  "the  best  ever." 

"It  was  educational  and  informative," 
says  Mr.  Boxall,  "and  served  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  everyone  together.  The 
common  thread  was  looking  at  our 
clients  -  the  people  -  to  get  a  better 
understanding  of  their  needs  and  wants. 
The  human  dimension  was  what  it  was 
all  about." 

Staff  members  came  away  from  the 
session  feeling  more  in  tune  with  re- 
source users,  and  with  a  different  per- 
spective about  their  jobs,  according  to 
Mr.  Boxall. 

Opening  day  addresses  were  given  by 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minister 
LeRoy  Fjordbotten,  Deputy  Minister 
Fred  McDougall,  and  Les  Cooke,  Assis- 
tant Deputy  Minister,  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division. 

During  a  panel  discussion  on  the 
final  day,  speakers  brought  an  outside 


Ojjicers  at  Red  Deer 


Minister  addresses  meeting 
perspective  to  the  question  of  the  divi- 
sion's mission. 

Dr.  Jim  Butler  of  the  University  of 
Alberta  said  non-consumptive  users 
want  more  opportunity  to  contribute 
funds  to  projects  that  interest  them  and 
to  volunteer  their  service  in  such  fields 
as  research,  inventory,  habitat  improve- 
ment and  land  custodianship. 

Another  panel  participant,  Bob  Udell 
of  Champion  Forest  Products,  pointed 
out  the  need  for  more  integration  be- 
tween the  forest  products  industry  and 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division. 

Doug  Rumsey  of  the  Alberta  Fish  and 
Came  Association  recommended  that 
the  Brooks  Wildlife  Centre  be  estab- 
lished as  the  provincial  research  centre 
for  upland  and  migratory  birds  and 
habitat.  He  proposed  the  licence  fee  be 
increased  to  $10,  with  $5  earmarked  for 
the  Brooks  Centre. 

Other  speakers  at  the  conference  in- 
cluded Chris  Mills  of  the  Alberta  Cattle 
Commission,  Dr.  Gary  Machlis  of  the 
University  of  Idaho.  Dr.  Robert  Jackson. 
University  of  Wisconsin.  William  Beaver 
of  the  Alberta  Indian  Association.  Bob 
Scammel,  writer,  Jeff  Forsyth,  Ducks 
Unlimited,  and  Jack  Kirley,  University  of 
Calgary. 

Meeting,  continued  on  Page  4 
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Grazing  reserves 
given  water  aid 

Alberta  Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife 
is  providing  $500,000  toward  the  devel- 
opment of  water  wells  and  other  water 
supply  sources  on  grazing  reserves  this 
year. 

Priority  is  being  given  to  grazing 
reserves  in  the  northeastern  sector  of 
the  province  where  water  levels  are 
extremely  low  in  existing  dugouts. 

Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minister 
LeRoy  Fjordbotten  says  the  aid  for 
grazing  reserves  is  part  of  the  $20 
million  Water  Supplies  Assistance 
Program  announced  by  I^emier  Don 
Getty  that  is  designed  to  provide  finan- 
cial and  technical  assistance  to  rural 
landholders  and  communities  experienc- 
ing water  deficiencies  due  to  the  dry 
spring  weather. 

While  augmenting  existing  govern- 
ment programs,  including  those  for 
water  conveyance,  grazing  reserves  and 
the  pumping  of  dugouts,  the  new  assis- 
tance will  finance  water  well  develop- 
ment and  new  dugout  and  stock  water 
facilities. 

The  Water  Supplies  Assistance 
Program  will  be  implemented  and 
administered  by  the  departments  of 
Transportation  and  Utilities.  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife.  Environment  and 
Agriculture,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation  Administra- 
tion (PFRA). 

Holders  of  grazing  leases  are  eligible 
for  assistance  through  the  PFRA  Alberta 
Agriculture  and  Alberta  Environment. 
For  dugouts  on  grazing  leases,  rural 
leaseholders  should  apply  to  their 
district  agriculturalist  and  the  PFRA 
while  applications  for  drilling  wells 
should  be  made  to  the  PFRA  and  Alberta 
Environment  regional  offices. 

For  more  information  on  the  grazing 
reserve  water  supply  program,  contact: 

Bill  Irvine 

Public  Lands  Division 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
4th  Floor,  Petroleum  Plaza  South 
9915  -  108  Street 
Edmonton.  Alberta  T5K  2C9 
Telephone:  (403)  427-5594 


Relief  for  cattle 


Anglers:  $294  million  annual  outlay 

Sport  fishing  adds  many  dollars 
to  Alberta  economy,  study  shows 

Sport  fishing  in  Alberta  means  big  343,310  sport  fishing  licences 


Sport  fishing  in  Alberta  means  big 
bucks  for  the  provincial  economy. 

That's  one  of  the  main  findings  of  a 
recently  released  study  carried  out  by 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  of  For- 
estry, Lands  and  Wildlife  in  co-operation 
with  a  unit  of  the  federal  department  of 
Fisheries  and  Oceans. 

The  study  shows  that  in  1 985  anglers 
in  Alberta  spent  $132.5  million  on  ac- 
commodation, food,  travel,  bait,  licences 
and  other  items  directly  related  to  sport 
fishing.  In  addition,  they  invested 
$162.1  million  in  what  the  researchers 
call  "durables"  -  rods  and  reels,  boats, 
camping  equipment,  and  so  on. 

This  amounts  to  a  total  expenditure 
of  $294.6  million,  but  that's  only  part  of 
the  story.  In  attempting  to  measure  the 
full  effect  of  such  an  outlay  as  the 
money  circulates  from  one  business  to 
another,  economists  often  employ  a 
factor  of  1.5  or  more.  Using  this  factor, 
the  survey  says  the  direct  economic 
impact  of  sport  fishing  in  Alberta  in 
1985  was  $441.9  million  or  more. 

In  1985,  the  survey  shows,  adult 
anglers  in  the  province  purchased 


343,310  sport  fishing  licences.  About 
305,750  persons  actively  participated  in 
the  sport  during  the  year  and  more  than 
294,000  of  them  were  residents  of  the 
province.  This  means  that  more  than 
one  in  six  adult  Albertans  fished  in 
1985. 

Surprisingly,  anglers  were  not  all  that 
concerned  about  the  size  of  the  fish  they 
caught.  When  asked  in  the  survey  what 
factor  contributed  to  their  enjoyment  of 
sport  fishing  in  Alberta,  they  cited  water 
quality  first,  followed  by  beauty  of  sur- 
roundings. Size  of  fish  ranked  number 
eight  after  such  factors  as  the  need  to 
escape  from  work  or  household  routine, 
weather  conditions,  access  to  wilder- 
ness, and  privacy. 

The  average  Alberta  angler  fished 
about  18  days  during  the  year,  spent 
$963  and  caught  64  fish.  Trout,  walleye 
and  northern  pike  were  the  preferred 
species,  followed  by  yellow  perch, 
mountain  whitefish  and  arctic  grayling. 

While  the  number  of  active  anglers 
increased  by  16  per  cent  over  1980,  the 
total  catch  of  all  species  rose  by  only  six 
per  cent  -  from  10.6  million  in  1980  to 
1 1.2  million  in 
1985. 

During  this 
period  the  total 
amount  spent  on 
sport  fishing  in 
Alberta  increased 
from  $154.6  million 
to  $294.6  million, 
or  just  over  90  per 
cent.  The  survey 
report  says  this  is 
evidence  of  "both  a 
renewed  level  of 
investment  in  sport 
fishing  and  of  the 
escalating  costs  of 
participating  in  this 
fishery." 


Officer  and  fisherman:  water  quality  first 


Road  is  planned 
at  Buffalo  Lake 

Buck  for  Wildlife  funds  will  pay  for  a 
0.8  -km  access  road  to  be  built  this  year 
into  a  recently  acquired  habitat  site  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Buffalo  Lake. 

Perimeter  fencing  is  also  planned  for 
the  184-ha  parcel,  called  the  Feltham 
property,  which  is  a  mixture  of  culti- 
vated fields,  wetlands  and  dense  aspen 
70  km  northeast  of  Red  Deer. 

The  property  is  exceptionally  good 
habitat,"  says  Eric  Vuori.head  of  habitat 
management  for  the  Central  Region, 
noting  that  it  is  home  to  deer,  geese, 
grouse,  ducks,  shorebirds  and  other 
wildlife. 

The  land,  appraised  at  about 
$163,000,  was  turned  over  to  Forestry. 
Lands  and  Wildlife  last  year  by  Alberta 
Transportation,  which  received  it  in  a 
swap  for  a  parcel  it  owned  near 
Didsbury. 

"We're  very  excited  about  this  acquisi- 
tion," says  Mr.  Vuori.  "It  has  excellent 
potential."  He  believes  the  primary  use 
of  the  property,  besides  hunting,  will  be 
bird  watching  and  other  nature  appre- 
ciation activities,  saying  there  has  been 
a  lot  of  interest  in  this  kind  of  outdoor 
recreation  in  his  region. 

Field  staff  prepared  a  management 
plan  for  the  land  after  an  assessment 
was  made  of  appropriate  development 
activities.  The  County  of  Stettler  is 
expected  to  help  with  construction  of  the 
access  road,  lending  both  engineering 
assistance  and  heavy  trucks. 

Sometime  later  this  year  the  culti- 
vated area,  formerly  used  to  grow 
canola,  will  be  seeded  to  grass,  clover 
and  alfalfa,  crops  suitable  for  the  wild- 
life. Signs  will  be  erected  once  the  road 
and  fence  work  is  completed. 

This  is  the  second  Buffalo  Lake 
habitat  property  to  be  managed  by  Fish 
and  Wildlife.  About  10  years  ago  the 
division  began  looking  after  a  parcel  on 
the  south  end  of  the  lake. 


Officers  honored 

Two  southern  Alberta  Fish  and 
Wildlife  officers  were  among  the  first 
recipients  of  the  Community  Volunteer 
Recognition  Awards  from  Lethbridge 
Community  College. 

Murray  Bates  of  Medicine  Hat  re- 
ceived his  award  for  his  semi-annual 
guest  lectures  at  the  college  during  the 
past  five  years.  Tom  Biglin  of  Brooks  was 
honored  for  providing  field  trips  twice  a 
year  to  Environmental  Science  students. 

Nominations  for  the  award  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  college's  vice-president  and 
selection  is  made  by  the  Academic 
Affairs  Committee. 


Sonar  initiative 
brings  award 
to  Daniel  Boyco 

The  man  responsible  for  introducing 
sonar  to  detect  illegal  nets  in  Alberta 
has  been  named  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Officer  of  the  Year. 

Daniel  Boyco  of  Wetaskiwin  received 
his  award  last  month  from  William  Falls 
of  Shikar  Safari  Club  International,  a 
group  of  independent  sportsmen  spon- 
soring the  competition,  at  the  annual 
conference  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division  in  Red  Deer. 

On  his  own  initiative,  Mr.  Boyco 
adapted  concepts  tried  in  the  United 
States  and  developed  procedures  for 
using  sonar  -  or  an  echo  sounder  -  in 
this  province. 

"We  think  this  will  be  used  exten- 
sively as  an  enforcement  technique  to 
detect  illegal  nets,"  says  Mr.  Boyco's 
supervisor,  Chuck  Scott,  area  officer  in 
the  Red  Deer  Region. 

At  present,  officers  drag  hooks  behind 
a  boat  to  find  illegal  nets  -  those  that  are 
under-size  or  in  closed  areas  or  those 
being  used  out  of  season. 

Mr.  Boyco,  who  joined  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Division  in  1979,  was  selected 
for  the  award  by  a  committee  of  five 
regional  superintendents  and  two 
officials  of  the  Enforcement  Services  and 
Operations  branches. 

This  officer  showed  initiative  above 
the  call  of  duty  in  the  line  of  resource 
enforcement,"  says  committee  member 
Jim  Nichols,  who  is  Director  of  Opera- 
tions. "He  took  on  the  task  of  developing 
a  new  enforcement  technique." 

Mr.  Boyco's  award  gets  a  strong  en- 
dorsement from  Chuck  Scott. 

"He's  an  excellent  officer,  very  hard 
working,"  says  the  Red  Deer  officer. 
"He's  very  concerned  about  the  resource 
and  is  always  doing  his  best  to  develop 
new  ways  of  apprehending  violators.  The 
award  is  recognition  that  he's  gone  out 
of  his  way  to  develop  something  that  no 
one  else  had." 


Program  aim  is  to  secure  habitat 
for  Alberta's  threatened  wildlife 


A  major  habitat  conservation  program 
jointly  funded  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment and  the  World  Wildlife  Fund 
Canada  will  be  formally  launched 
sometime  later  this  year. 

Doug  Culbert,  one  of  the  six-member 
committee  responsible  for  administering 
the  Prairie  for  Tomorrow  program,  says 
the  official  ceremony  could  take  place 
this  summer  but  if  that  proves  impos- 
sible a  fall  date  will  be  chosen. 

Under  terms  of  an  agreement  an- 
nounced last  year,  the  province  and  the 
World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada  will  each 
contribute  $100,000  annually  over  three 
years  to  secure  key  sites  and  habitat  for 
Alberta's  threatened  wildlife. 

The  committee, 
with  three  gov- 
ernment and 
three  non- 
government rep- 
resentatives, held 
its  first  meeting 
at  the  end  of  April 
in  Edmonton.  Its 
overall  responsi- 
bility is  to  estab- 
lish direction  for 
Ferruginous  hawk       the  program  and 


to  approve  expen- 
ditures, says  Mr. 
Culbert.  who  is 
head  of  the  Non- 
Game  and  Habi 
tat  Management 
Unit  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife 
Division. 

An  initial  step 
will  be  to  consult 
with  departmen- 
tal experts  to 
Burrowing  owl  pinpoint  critical 

habitat  areas  in  the  province.  At  pres- 
ent, the  prairie  region,  including  native 
grasslands  and  aspen  parkland,  is  con- 
sidered the  most  endangered  wildlife 
habitat  in  Canda. 

Two  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee are  from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division,  while  the  others  represent  the 
World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada,  the 
Natural  History  Society  and  the  public 
at  large. 

Mr.  Culbert  says  the  committee 
hopes  to  have  the  Recreation  Parks 
and  Wildlife  Foundation  participate  as 
a  third  partner  in  the  Prairie  for  To- 
morrow program. 


Work  under  way  on  Sandhills  plan 


Initial  work  has  begun  on  preparing 
a  local  integrated  resource  plan  for  the 
Athabasca  River  Sandhills  planning 
area. 

A  team  of  provincial  government  re- 
source managers  is  preparing  terms  of 
reference  for  the  plan,  which  will  cover 
an  area  of  453  km2  (175  sq.  mi.)  along 
the  Athabasca  River  near  the  village  of 
Fort  Assiniboine,  about  100  km  north- 
west of  Edmonton. 

The  plan  will  deal  with  a  number  of 
resource  management  issues,  including 
the  use  of  off-highway  vehicles  (OHV) 
and  protection  of  sensitive  sand  dunes. 

The  area  features  two  major  rivers- 
the  Athabasca  and  Freeman  -  plus  five 
creeks.  Vegetation  in  the  valleys  is  a 
mixture  of  aspen,  white  spruce,  pine, 
shrubs  and  grasses,  while  mosses  and 
sedges  grow  in  the  organic  or  boggy 
sections.  Sand  dunes,  interspersed 
with  muskeg  and  open  bogs,  are  covered 
with  pine,  aspen,  black  spruce  and 
native  grasses. 

Recreationists  make  extensive  use 
of  the  area  for  snowmobiling,  cross- 
country skiing,  OHV  travel,  camping, 
fishing,  hunting,  canoeing  and  power- 


boat outings.  At  the  same  time  there  are 
a  number  of  other  resource  uses  such 
as  timber  harvesting,  trapping,  domestic 
grazing  and  petroleum  and  natural  gas 
exploration  and  development. 

The  team  of  resource  managers  pre- 
paring the  terms  of  reference  is  made  up 
of  representatives  from  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service,  Land  Information  Serv- 
ices, Fish  and  Wildlife,  Public  Lands  and 
Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks.  Input  is 
being  received  from  provincial  govern- 
ment consultants  representing  a  num- 
ber of  departments  -  Agriculture,  Com- 
munity and  Occupational  Health, 
Culture  and  Multiculturalism,  Energy, 
Environment,  Tourism  and  Transporta- 
tion and  Utilities  -  plus  the  Energy  Re- 
sources Conservation  Board.  The  team 
also  plans  to  meet  with  key  municipal 
consultants. 

Once  the  terms  of  reference  are 
drafted,  the  document  will  be  reviewed 
at  public  meetings  expected  to  be  held 
in  late  June. 

For  further  information  about  the 
Athabasca  River  Sandhills  Local  Inte- 
grated Resource  Plan,  phone  Brian 
Fardoe  at  427-3608  in  Edmonton  or  dial 
zero  and  ask  for  Zenith  22289  (toll  free). 


Falls  and  Boyco 


New  hunter  test 
taken  by  2,600 
in  first  year 

About  2,600  persons  took  the  first- 
time  hunter  test  during  its  introductory 
year,  according  to  Conservation  Educa- 
tion Officer  George  Diduck.  The  average 
age  of  those  tested  was  20  years  and 
males  -  accounting  for  88  per  cent  - 
greatly  outnumbered  females. 

The  test  became  a  legal  requirement 
on  April  1,  1987.  Anyone  wanting  a 
hunting  licence  who  has  not  previously 
had  one  or  has  not  graduated  from  a 
Hunter  Education  course  must  pass  the 
test  to  obtain  his  or  her  first  licence. 

Mr.  Diduck  says  the  test  was  tried  on 
several  groups  before  it  was  given  to 
first-time  hunters.  The  passing  mark  is 
70  per  cent. 

Persons  who  fail  the  test,  which 
consists  of  50  multiple  choice  questions, 
are  allowed  to  take  it  again  as  soon  as 
an  appointment  can  be  made. 

"We  didn't  want  to  make  it  punitive," 
explains  Mr.  Diduck.  "It's  not  fair  to 
have  to  wait  for  three  months.  The  exam 
was  designed  to  educate  as  well  as  to 
test.  It  is  important  to  us  that  everyone 
knows  the  right  answers  when  they 
complete  the  testing  session." 

The  test  can  be  arranged  through  an 
appointment  with  a  district  Fish  and 
Wildlife  office.  Certified  volunteer  in- 
structors are  available,  if  needed,  so  that 
anyone  taking  the  test  does  not  have  to 
lose  time  from  school  or  work. 

Operations  have  gone  very  well 
during  the  first  year,  according  to  the 
Conservation  Education  Officer.  "We've 
had  no  problems  in  administering  the 
program  and  there  have  been  no  com- 
plaints at  all  from  the  public  about  the 
test." 

The  test  is  similar  to  the  one  given  in 
the  Hunter  Education  Program  but 
certain  changes  have  been  made.  It  will 
be  adjusted  yearly  to  reflect  suggestions 
from  field  staff  that  certain  areas  need  to 
be  given  more  emphasis. 

Mr.  Diduck  strongly  encourages  all 
hunters  to  take  the  Hunter  Education 
Program.  Anyone  successfully  complet- 
ing that  program  is  not  required  to  take 
the  first-time  hunter  test. 

"People  will  benefit  from  the  Hunter 
Education  Program,"  he  says.  "Our 
objective  is  to  send  a  more  knowledge- 
able hunter  to  the  field." 

Meeting,  continued  from  Page  1 

More  than  400  persons  attended  the 
conference,  says  Mr.  Boxall,  and  some 
were  so  enthusiastic  about  the  session 
that  they  want  to  participate  in  planning 
next  year's  meeting,  to  be  held  in  Leth- 
bridge. 


Public  lands  counter:  wide  range  of  services 


Calgary  Information  Centre  opens 


The  Calgary  Information  Centre  for 
the  departments  of  Energy  and  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife  was  officially  opened 
on  May  5. 

Located  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Bri- 
tannia Building,  703 -6th  Avenue  S.W., 
the  centre  provides  Calgarians  and  other 
southern  Albertans  with  store-front 
access  to  a  wide  range  of  services  offered 
by  the  two  departments. 

About  500  persons  visited  the  centre 
during  an  open  house  on  May  6.  Draws 
were  held  for  a  number  of  prizes,  includ- 
ing a  Bow  River  canoe  trip,  a  Fish  and 
Wildlife  print  of  the  sage  grouse,  a  Bertie 
Beaver  soft  toy  and  an  "Energy  Saver" 
home  dial  thermostat. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  and  Forestry  offi- 
cers, along  with  the  Bertie  Beaver 
mascot,  were  on  hand  to  support  centre 
staff  in  answering  questions.  The  Energy 
Bus  was  located  outside  the  centre  with 
staff  available  to  advise  the  public  on 
energy  conservation.  Various  brochures, 
promotional  buttons  and  600  lodgepole 
pine  seedlings  were  distributed  to 
visitors. 

Among  its  many  services,  the  center 
distributes  and  sells  publications, 
hunting  and  fishing  licences,  wildlife 


certificates  and  permits  for  cutting  wood 
and  transplanting  trees;  acts  as  the 
central  marketing  agent  for  government 
maps;  distributes  aerial  photographs  of 
Alberta;  conducts  computer  printout 
searches  of  Crown  land  for  industry  and 
the  public;  and  supplies  information  on 
the  availability  of  and  requirements  for 
dispositions  on  public  land. 

For  more  information  on  the  centre 
and  its  services,  telephone  297-6324. 


More  Information? 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter  or  any 
other  information  on  the  policies  or 
programs  for  forestry,  lands  and  wildlife 
in  Alberta,  please  write  or  telephone  the 
Communications  Branch  at  the  address 
below. 

This  newsletter  is  published  ten  times 
a  year  by  the  Department  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife,  Government  of 
Alberta. 

Editor:  Hugh  Calder 

Communications  Branch 

Comments,  questions  and  suggestions 

are  always  welcome. 

Please  contact: 

The  Editor 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife, 
910,  9942  -  108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6K  2J5 

Telephone:  (403)  427-8636 


Bertie  Beaver  greets  visitor 


